Artist Bio
Che oke’ ten (Paul Wagner), Native American flutist, drummer/singer and storyteller of the Saanich (Coast Salish) tribe, shares the beautiful songs and stories of his ancient northwest coast Sissiwiss ("sacred breath"/"sacred life") spirituality, in cultural presentations and ritual and public performances, in the United States and abroad. Based out of Seattle, Washington, Che oke’ ten has worked with some of the Pacific Northwest’s great artists such as Eyvind Kang, Bill Frisell, Gina Sala and Johnny Moses.
In the ancient ways of the Sissiwiss spirituality, it is understood that all songs are prayers; that our Mother Earth and Ancestors are always speaking to us, gifting us songs.  It is through this way that Che oke’ ten receives his flute songs, with visions of healing and prayer for all relations (tree people, animal people, human people).
Che oke' ten feels it is important to keep the traditional stories (or "teachings," in the tradition of this land) alive in the hearts of the people of today's world.  He enjoys sharing the warmth, humor and wisdom of these tribal stories in an engaging and interactive way.  He also believes that it is important to honor the ancestors of the place in which any gathering of peoples occurs, and, when participating in gatherings in the Pacific Northwest region, offers words of thanks to the ancestors of the place of gathering, often in the native language of the tribe that originated in that place.

Che oke’ ten’s current recording releases include “Journey of the Spirit,”  a solo acoustic Native American flute album & winner of Best Album in the 2009 Just Plain Folks music awards, and “Prophecy Teachings of the First Peoples of the Northwest Coast,” a project in partnership with acclaimed international Coast Salish storyteller Johnny Moses.
For more information, please visit http://www.sacredbreath.cc/.
